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Russia and the US agreed to work toward ending the war in the Ukraine [1]. This comes as Russia

continues to pressure the Ukraine. Case in point, on February 22, Russia launched an estimated E
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267 drones into the Ukraine [2]. On February 25, Russian missiles were detected in western Ukraine ¥

[3]. On February 28, Ukraine President Zelenskyy got into a live broadcast heated debate in the White
House [4]. As a consequence, President Trump suspended military aid to the Ukraine [5]. Additional-

ly, the US cut off providing the Ukraine with intelligence information [6].

In the Congo, reports that the Rwanda-backed rebels, M23, are advancing toward a third city,
Butembo (a city of 150,000 people) [7]. Elsewhere in Africa, in the Sudan, reports indicate the para-
military Rapid Support Forces (RSF) executed 200 villagers [8].

In Asia, China is demonstrating its military might. For instance, in a live five exercise near New Zea-
land, Chinese warships demonstrated advanced weapons [9]. The three Chinese warships conducted
live fire exercises much further south than before; offering only hours’ notice [10]. Airline pilots were
in the air and had to divert flights because of the Chinese live fire [11]. This comes as China an-
nounced plans to increase its military budget by 7.2% [12]. One report indicates Elbridge Colby, the
nominee for undersecretary of defense for policy, warned we must prepare for a conflict with China

over Taiwan [13].
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he ceasefire between

Israel and Hamas con-
tinues to hold. For exam-
ple, Hamas returned the
bodies of four hostages [1].

Meanwhile, there are still
59 hostages held by Hamas
[2]. In response, President
Trump is taking a more
direct approach to settling
the conflict [3]. Reports
indicate he has entered into
direct negations with Ha-
mas [4].

The situation in Syria re-
mains volatile. Case in
point, approximately 130
people were killed in two-
days of fighting between
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Syrian and Assad's Alawite
sect forces [5]. The Syrian
forces are accused of killing
civilians from the Alawite
religious minority [6]. One
report puts the number of
dead people above 1,000
[7].
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Peace is not absence of

conflict, it is the ability to

handle conflict by peaceful

means.—Ronald Reagan
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An eye for an eye only ends
up making the whole
world blind.—~Mahatma
Gandhi
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In the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC), Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF), an
[slamist group of Ugandan
origin, are considered respon-
sible for approximately 70
decapitated bodies that were
discovered in a Protestant

church [1].

In Mulhouse, France, a 37-
year-old Algerian man was
arrested for killing at least one
person in an Islamic inspired

knife attack [2].

In Pakistan, at least six people
were killed in a suicide attack
at an Islamic seminary [3]. In
Haifa, Israel, a terrorist with a
knife killed at least one person

(4].

Sometimes terrorists attacks
are stopped. Case in point, in
Melbourne, Australia, a 17-
year old, dressed as a worker,
breached airport security and
entered a passenger plane with
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a loaded shotgun; where he
was overpowered by passen-
gers [5].
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he stock market indexes
remained high. For in-
stance, on February 18 and

19, the S&P 500 closed at a

new record high [1,2]. Howev-

er, the unemployment rate for

February increased to 4.1%

3.

President Trump imposed

tariffs on goods from Canada

and Mexico [4]. This effort has
caused stock market disrup-

tion [5].
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If you want peace, you
don't talk to your friends.
You talk to your enemies.—

Desmond Tutu
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