
R wanda-backed M23 rebels entered eastern Congo's largest city Goma [1]. During January, an 
estimated 700 people were killed in the DR Congo fighting [2,3]. By February 6, the number of 

people killed increased to 3,000 [4]. Then around February 10, the Rwandan-backed M23 rebels at-
tacked Congolese government forces in the South Kivu province [5]. Reports indicate the rebels were 
closing in on a second major city, Bukavu [6]. Then on February 14, reports indicated the rebels had 
entered the city [7]. 

Near the Suez, Canal, the US aircraft carrier, Harry S. Truman, was damaged in a collusion with a 
commercial vessel [8]. The collision occurred just before midnight with a Panamanian-flagged bulk 
cargo ship (with a length of 620 feet and a width of 105 feet) [9]. 

In Somalia, US forces struck Islamic State operatives [10]. Meanwhile, the Islamic State struck military 
bases in Somalia's northeastern Puntland state [11]. 

In Asia, China is constructing the world’s largest military building complex in the capital, Beijing [12]. 
In the South China Sea, Chinese forces were deployed to counter US military exercises in contested 
waters [13]. 
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T he ceasefire between 
Israel and Hamas con-

tinues to hold. For exam-
ple, eight hostages were 
released [1]. This comes as 
President Trump continues 
to argue for taking control 
of the Palestinian enclave 
[2]. Then, on February 15, 
three hostages were released 
[3]. 

While the peace with Ha-
mas appears to be holding, 
regional fighting remains. 
Case in point, Israeli jets 
struck a Hezbol-
lah smuggling tunnel con-
necting Syria and Lebanon 
[4].  

In a positive turn of events, 
President Trump pushed a 
plan for Gaza refugees [5]. 
In response, Jordan has 
agreed to take in sick Pales-
tinian children [6]. 
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We're in this transition 

period of figuring out how 

to deal with all the new 

technology that is out there, 

but television still proves to 

be the granddaddy of them 

all.—Jeff Zucker 
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Transitions are a time for 

reflection, and a time for 

looking forward.—Roy 

Cooper  

I n Pakistan, 18 soldiers were 
killed by the Baloch Libera-

tion Army separatist group [1]. 
In Southwest Pakistan, a road-
side bomb explosion killed 11 
coal miners [2]. 

The middle-east continues to 
be a hot bed for terrorism. For 
example, In Syria, a car bomb 
detonation resulted in the 
death of at least 19 people [3].  

In Munich, Germany, a 24-
year-old Afghan wounded at 
least 28 people when he delib-
erately drove his car into a 
crowd [4]. The prosecutors 
have indicated the terrorist 
attack was religious based [5]. 
Meanwhile, in Austria, one 
person was killed and four 
wounded during a knife attack 
by a 23-year-old Syrian asylum 
seeker [6].  
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Change will not come if 

we wait for some other 

person or some other time. 

We are the ones we've 

been waiting for. We are 

the change that we seek.—

Barack Obama 
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I n an unusual twist, the 
Department of Govern-

ment Efficiency (DOGE) was 
given access to the Treasury’s 
payment System [1,2]. Addi-
tionally, DOGE has recom-
mended USAID and CFPB be 
terminated [3]. 

President Trump ordered the 
creation of a US sovereign 
wealth fund [4]. This comes as 
Japanese Prime Minister Shi-
geru Ishiba pledged to invest 
$1 Trillion into the US econo-
my [5]. 

The unemployment rate for 
January was 4.0% [6]. Mean-
while, the Consumer Price 
Index measure of inflation 
increased in January to a 3.0% 
annual rate [7]. 
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