
I n Yemen, US forces struck Houthis targets [1]. Reports indicate China is supplying the Houthis 
rebels with advanced weapons [2].  

Elsewhere, Pakistan bombed targets within Afghanistan [3]. In response, Afghanistan forces are target-
ing Pakistan [4]. 

The war between Russia and the Ukraine continues. For example, Ukrainian drones struck targets 
hundreds of miles inside Russia [5]. What is interesting, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
predicts the war will be peacefully concluded once President Elect Trump assumes power [6]. What 
then was the purpose for the war? 

One consequence of exporting U.S. industry to China is the dependance it creates. Case in point, 
after securing a near monopoly, China is now banning the elements Germanium and Gallium to the 
U.S. [7]. Meanwhile, reports indicate China now has a sixth-generation stealth fighter aircraft [8]. 
China also unveiled a 40,000-ton amphibious assault ship that can also launch fighter jets [9]. 

1. The Times of Israel, US strikes Houthi targets in Yemen, takes down drones over Red Sea, December 
22, 2024.  

2. Thomas, Jim, Newsmax, US Intel: China Arming Houthis in Secret Red Sea Agreement, January 4, 
2025.  

3. Politico/AP, Taliban say Pakistani airstrikes killed 46 people in eastern Af-
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O n December 16, Is-
raeli forces struck a 

Syria munitions depot with 
their heaviest bombard-
ment yet, setting off second-
ary explosions [1]. Addi-
tionally, news emerged that 
last September, Israeli elite 
forces struck, an Iranian 
underground missile factory 
located in Syria [2].  

The Houthis in Yemen 
launched a ballistic missile 
into Isreal airspace [3]. In 
response, dozens of Israeli 
Air Force (IAF) aircraft 
struck targets withing Yem-
en [4]. Then another mis-
sile was fired from Yemen 

that impacted in Tel Aviv 
[5]. On December 26, Israe-
li forces struck the Yemen 
capital Sanaa and the west-
ern city of Hodeidah [6]. 
This comes as the US 
struck Houthis targets in 
Yemen [7]. 
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explodes in south Tel Aviv, 
lightly injuring 16, Decem-
ber 21, 2024.  
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Israel War 

If the highest aim of a 

captain were to preserve his 

ship, he would keep it in 

port forever—Thomas 

Aquinas 
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Innovation distinguishes 

between a leader and a 

follower.—Steve Jobs 

I n Moscow, a bomb blast 
killed the head of Russia’s 

nuclear and chemical forces 
[1]. The bomb used was hid-
den on an electric scooter [2]. 

In Magdeburg, Germany, a 50-
year-old Saudi doctor plowed 
his car into a busy outdoor 
Christmas market, killing at 
least two people [3]. The sus-
pect in the attack appeared in 
seven investigative proceed-
ings during the two prior years 
[4]. 

In New Orleans, a driver 
drove a truck into a crowd 
killing over 10 people [5]. The 
attacker was identified as, 
Shamsud-Din Jabbar of Texas, 
and he had posted ISIS in-
spired video to social media 
[6]. Just prior to the vehicle-
based attack, the terrorist set 
fire to a rented Airbnb proper-
ty [7]. Then there was a Cyber-
truck car bomb explosion 
outside the Trump hotel locat-

ed in Las Vagas [8]. 
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A leader is best when 

people barely know he 

exists, when his work is 

done, his aim fulfilled, 

they will say: we did it 

ourselves.—Lao Tzu 
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T he stock market indexes 
remained strong. On 

December 16, the NASDAQ 
closed at another record high 
[1]. Overall, for the 2024 year, 
the markets advanced 20% 
[2]. 

Indicates are holding that 
inflation is under control. For 
instance, on December 18, the 
Federal Reserve cut the inter-
est rate by 0.25% [3]. 
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