
T he war between Russia and the Ukraine continues. On the evening of November 25-26, Russia 
launched an estimated 188 drones into the Ukraine [1]. Then, on the morning of December 13, 

Russian forces launched a major attack directed against the Ukrainian energy facilities [2]. This comes 
as reports indicate North Korean troops are involved in mass assaults against Ukrainian forces [3]. 

In Syria, rebel forces challenged the government. For instance, on November 30, the city of Aleppo 
fell to rebel forces [4]. Then the Islamist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), captured another city, 
Hama [5]. Meanwhile, there are indications that Turkey’s President Erdogan was cheering on the 
rebels and may have supported the uprising [6]. Next, Syrian President Assad was toppled by the 
rebels [7]. One report indicates Turkish forces are inside Northern Syria [8]. 

Meanwhile, China continues its aggressive tactics. Case in point, Taiwan detected 47 planes and 
a dozen ships near the island nation [9]. China is not disclosing the reason for its current mili-
tary actions [10]. 
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IN  THE  NEWS  

T his news cycle began 
with Hezbollah firing 

approximately 250 rockets 
into Israel [1]. Meanwhile, a 
Shakey cease-fire between 
Israel and Hezbollah was 
agreed to [2]. 

While the cease-fire looked 
good on the news, it 
showed signs of collapse. 
Case in point, there were 
violations of the agreement 
including Israeli airstrikes 
[3]. The violations contin-
ued to include drone and 
artillery attacks [4]. 

Syria fell to rebel forces [5]. 
Immediately, Israel started 
operations against Syria 

capturing some Syrian land 
[6]. Additionally, after the 
fall, the US stuck approxi-
mately 75 ISIS targets in 
Syria [7]. After Israeli forces 
destroyed the Syrian navy, 
approximately 480 targets 
were struck over a two-day 
period [8]. The collapse of 
Syria was a major blow to 
Hezbollah including cutting 
off many weapons supply 
routs [9]. 
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Israel War 

A lie gets halfway around 

the world before the truth 

has a chance to get its 

pants on.—Winston 

Churchill  
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If you wish to be a success 

in the world, promise 

everything, deliver nothing.

—Napoleon Bonaparte  

I n Afghanistan, a suicide 
bombing killed the Taliban 

refugee minister [1]. The at-
tack was blames on the Islamic 
State [2]. 

In Haiti, a gang leader operat-
ing on the advice of a voodoo 
priest, massacred 184 people 
[3]. As a consequence, U.N. 
peacekeepers are coming to 
the realization their current 
approach in Haiti is not work-
ing [4]. 

The U.S. was reminded of the 
threat of targeted attacks. Case 
in point, the Chief Executive 
Officer for United Healthcare 
was assassinated in New York 
City [5]. 
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Nothing in all the world is 

more dangerous than 

sincere ignorance and 

conscientious stupidity.—

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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T he stock market indexes 
continued to rise. On 

November 26, the NASDAQ, 
S&P 500, and DJIA indexes 
closed at record highs [1]. 
Then on November 29, both 
the DJIA and the S&P 500 
closed at record highs [2]. On 
December 2 and 3, the 
NASDAQ and S&P 500 both 
closed at record highs [3,4]. 
On December 4, the three 
indexes closed at record highs 
with the DJIA breaking 
through the 45,000 level [5]. 
Then, on December 6, the 
S&P 500 and NASDAQ 
closed at record highs [6]. 

The annual Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) came in at 2.7% 
[7]. Following the CPI report, 
the NASDAQ rose on Decem-
ber 11 to a new record high 
closing above 20,000 [8]. 
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