
T he Middle East continues to be a flashpoint of military confrontation. In such a theater, one of 
the risks is using radio reliant systems that are vulnerable electronic warfare. For instance, one 

report indicates Russia is jamming U.S. drones operating in Syria [1]. This comes as the U.S. 
launched attacks against Syrian government targets in response to a poison gas attack [2]. Meanwhile, 
Russia is blaming Israel for an attack on a Syrian air base [3]. Elsewhere, Saudi Arabian forces claim to 
have shot down ballistic missiles and drones launched against Riyadh from locations inside Yemen 
[4]. 

In Asia, China’s military continues to expand. For instance, in the South China Sea, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping was treated to a 48 warship naval parade [5]. What’s more, the new PACOM nomi-
nee, U.S. Navy Admiral Philip Davidson, indicated that China could now control the South China 
Sea from its fortified artificial islands [6]. For example, on their way to Vietnam, 3 Australian war-
ships were challenged by the Chinese navy [7]. In a partial response to Chinese space threats, the U.S. 
Air Force is accelerating in investments to counter the growing threat [8]. On the plus side, the lead-
ers of North and South Korea met and promised to end the Korean War [9].  
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T he patch management 
race to keep security in 

check continues. Failure to 
quickly patch vulnerabilities 
is becoming an ever more 
serious problem [1]. In 
response, companies large 
and small are trying to 
quickly release security 
patches. For instance, Ora-
cle released security patches 
to address 254 flaws [2]. 
LinledIn released patches to 
correct an AutoFill leak [3]. 
Cisco released patches to 
fix a vulnerability within 

WebEx [4]. Microsoft re-
leased patches to fix nearly 
70 vulnerabilities [5]. Ado-
be released patches to fix 14 
security vulnerabilities [6]. 
Juniper released over a 
dozen patches to fix security 
vulnerabilities [7].  

From the previous list of 
vendor patches, clearly 
much vulnerable software 
remains. One vulnerability 
exploited by the poor state 
of security is ransomware. 
For instance, one report 
suggests that 39% of mal-

ware attaches are ransom-
ware [8].  
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The more you sweat in 

peace, the less you bleed in 

war.—Norman 

Schwarzkopf 
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The only way human 

beings can win a war is to 

prevent it.—George C. 

Marshall  

I n Canada, a rented van 
driven by Alek Minassian 

was used as a weapon to kill at 
least 10 people [1]. In China, 
a 28-year old was arrested for 
using a knife to kill at least 7 
middle school students [2]. In 
Afghanistan, a suicide bomber 
killed at least 48 people at a 
voting center [3]. For whatever 
reason behind the terrorist 
actions, a consequence is ero-
sion of our lifestyles. That is, 
the debate on gun control, 
more airport security, and 
other security restrictions we 
must live with.  

Moreover, the weapons availa-
ble to terrorists and other 
rebel forces are getting more 
deadly. Case in point, Saudi 
Arabia downed four missiles 
fired into its territory by Yem-
eni rebels [4]. 

And finally, there is a growing 
incidence of terrorism near 
the US from Mexican drug 
wars. For instance, one area 
reported 14 murders within a 
36 hour time frame [5].   
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

F or the week ending April 
7, the number of first 

time unemployment claims 
was 233,000 [1]. Then, for the 
week ending April 14, the 
number of claims was 230,000 
[2]. Finally, for the week end-
ing April 21, the number fell 
to 209,000; a level not seen 
since  1969 [3]. However, all 
the news was not good. For 
instance, the GDP only grew 
are a rate of 2.3% for the first 
quarter [4].  

Another aspect of the econo-
my includes the trade deficit 
with China. It seems that 
China is allowed easy access 
into the US economy while 
the reverse is not evident. 
Case in point, many illegal 
shipments of the drug fenta-
nyl have their source in China 

[6]. Cities such as Philadelphia 
have seen a one third increase 
in overdose deaths because of 
the synthetic opioid fentanyl 
[7]. So the open system allows 
Chinese to profit while the 
U.S. must deal with drug over-
doses. Given the real damage 
caused by such trade with 
China; should we not require 
more rigid inspection of Chi-
nese packages coming into the 
U.S.?  
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 If we continue to develop 

our technology without 

wisdom or prudence, our 

servant may prove to be 

our executioner.—Omar N. 

Bradley 


