
I n Iraq, the fighting to oust the Islamic State (IS) continues. For example, the battle for Mosul is 
taking a long time. After a pause, the Iraqi forces restarted their delayed attack on the Mosul [1]. In 

Mosul, after evicting the IS from the al-Salam hospital, the building was a burnt out shell [2]. 

Meanwhile, China continues to use its military might in the South China Sea. Case in point, China 
moved its aircraft carrier through the Taiwan Strait [3]. During this time, China violated Taiwan’s no-
fly zone [4]. China also warned that it would not negotiate recognizing Taiwan as a separate country 
[5]. Elsewhere, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) launched a new electronic intelligence ship, bring 
the number up to six vessels [6].  

One aspect of China’s military that gets little attention is its nuclear arsenal. For instance, the com-
munist giant is launching the Long March rockets into geosynchronous orbit [7]. Rockets are dual use 
technology systems that could also deliver nuclear warheads. Case in point, the Long March 6 rocket 
is believed to be capable of delivering 20 nuclear warheads [8]. 

It has been a couple of years since Russia started military action against the Ukraine [9]. As a conse-
quence, the US relationship with Russia has fallen in recent years. In the latest development, a US 
armored brigade with approximately 3,500 troops is now in Poland [10].  
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Special points of interest: 

 More Jobs Planned 

- Tesla 1,400 

- Sprint 5,000 

- OneWeb 3,000 

- Lockheed 1,800 

- Alibaba 1 million 
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IN  THE  NEWS  

W henever a major 
computer outage 

impacts travelers, we won-
der what is the root cause. 
Case in point, US Customs 
and Border Protection pro-
cessing systems suffered an 
outage that left thousands 
of passengers stuck behind 
screening stations [1].  

Meanwhile state sponsored 
hacking and electronic 
warfare are being recog-
nized by other nationas as 
valuable weapons. For in-
stance, China is using its 

cyber-warfare capabilities to 
effectively conquer the 
South China Sea without 
military combat [2]. This 
comes as Russia is accused 
of using its cyber-warfare 
capabilities to influence the 
last Presidential election 
[3].In another example, one 
piece suggests the 2015 
Anthem medical 78.8 mil-
lion medical record breach 
was the result of a nation-
state attack [4]. 
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Hacking Efforts, January 7, 
2017. 
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Security 

Let every nation know, 

whether it wishes us well or 

ill, that we shall pay any 

price, bear any burden, 

meet any hardship, support 

any friend, oppose any foe, 

in order to assure the 

survival and the success of 

liberty.– John F. Kennedy 
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Be at war with your vices, 

at peace with your 

neighbors, and let every 

new year find you a better 

man.—Benjamin Franklin 

C hina continues to fight 
its own terrorism prob-

lem. For example, in the pre-
dominantly Muslim Xinjiang 
region of China, at least 4 
people were killed as a result 
of a car bomb attack directed 
at a Communist Party com-
pound [1]. 

Turkey continues to suffer 
from terrorist attacks. Case in 
point, a gunman killed dozens 
in Istanbul during an attack 
on a nightclub during New 
Year celebrations [2]. Later, 
the Islamic State (IS) claimed 
responsibility for the terrorist 
attack [3]. Since the attack, 
additional reports confirmed 
the Istanbul gunman is an IS 
militant [4]. 

In Fort Lauderdale, Florida, a 
gunman opened fire at the 
airport killing 5 people [5]. 
Investigators are exploring 
information that the alleged 
shooter created a jihadist iden-
tity for him-self using the 
name Aashiq Hammad [6]. In 
Kabul, Afghanistan, twin Tali-
ban suicide bombers killed at 
least 30 people [7].  

In Iraq, suicide bombings 
continue to exact a toll. For 
example, five car bomb attacks 
in Baghdad killed dozens of 
people [8]. Days later, this was 
followed with a suicide car 
bombing a wholesale market 
in Baghdad; killing at least 6 
dead [9]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

M ore good news on the 
job front. Tesla and 

Panasonic announced the 
creation of 1,400 new jobs in 
Buffalo, NY [1]. Then, Sprint 
will bring back 5,000 jobs and 
OneWeb will create 3,000 
new ones [2]. Ford also an-
nounced it would not move a 
plant to Mexico and instead 
will spend $700 million to 
expand on a Michigan facility, 
thereby creating another 700 
jobs [3]. In another positive 
piece, Stanley Black & Decker 
will open a manufacturing 
plant in the US [4]. Apple also 
plans to expand manufactur-
ing in Arizona [5]. Lockheed 
announced plans to create 
another 1,800 jobs in Texas 
[6]. Then Jack Ma, founder of 
Alibaba plans to create up to 1 
million new jobs in the US 
[7]. 

According to the Labor de-
partment, for the week ending 
December 29, the number of 
first time unemployment 
claims was 265,000 [8]. For 
the week ending December 
31, the number was 235,000 
[9]. Finally, or the week end-
ing January 7, the number 
reported as 247,000 [10]. 

Meanwhile, financial institu-
tions are still folding. For 
instance, we start the year with 

the regulators shuttering the 
Harvest Community Bank, 
Pennsville, New Jersey [11].  
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Ring out the false, ring in 

the true.—Alfred Lord 

Tennyson 


