
I n Asia, North Korea launched two more ballistic missiles claiming they were tests for delivering 
nuclear weapons against South Korea [1]. One report suggests North Korea is prepared to conduct 

a nuclear weapons test at any time [2]. This comes as Washington warned North Korea that any new 
nuclear weapons tests would be met with a significant response [3]. Concurrently, some are suggesting 
that it is time to recognize North Korea as a nuclear weapons power [4]. With China backing North 
Korea, it’s unclear what effective response Washington could implement.  

Meanwhile, China is on the fast track to take Taiwan [5]. By one estimate, the invasion of Taiwan 
could take place at any time [6]. 

In the last newsletter, we discussed how Russia could move assets into the US through the open US 
Southern border. Now Russia is warning at all energy infrastructures are fair targets because of the 
attack on the Nord Stream pipelines [7]. 
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A  truck bomb explo-
sion damaged the 

bridge connecting Russia to 
the Crimea [1]. Russia 
called the attack an act of 
terrorism [2]. In response, 
Russia launched a missile 
attack hitting targets 
throughout the Ukraine [3]. 
Additionally, Russia is 
blaming the United King-
dom for sabotaging the 
Nord Stream gas pipelines 
[4].  

Meanwhile, Russia is using 
Kamikaze drones supplied 
by Iran to attack targets 
withing the Ukraine [5]. 
This comes as Russia Presi-
dent Putin claims he has no 

plans to use nuclear weap-
ons in the Ukraine [6]. 

In the US, 30 members of 
President Biden’s political 
party are calling for the 
president to move away 
from the current Ukrainian 
policy and instead seek a 
negotiated peace [7]. How-
ever, the request was pulled 
less than 24-hours later 
following concerns over 
support to the Ukraine [8]. 

There was a significant 
attack by Ukrainian forces 
against Russia’s Black Sea 
fleet [9]. In response, Russia 
announced it will stop a 
previous deal that allowed 
grain shipments out of the 

Ukraine by sea [10].  
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There is no hunting like 

the hunting of man, and 

those who have hunted 

armed men long enough 

and liked it, never care for 

anything else thereafter.—

Ernest Hemingway 
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To be prepared for war is 

one of the most effective 

means of preserving peace.

—George Washington  

I n Iran, three people at-
tacked the Shahcheragh 

Shrine in the city of Shiraz, 
killing at least 15 people [1]. 
The Islamic State (IS) claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
[2]. In Mogadishu, Somalia, 
two car bomb explosions 
killed at least 30 people [3].  

When it comes to weapons 
that terrorist could use, we 
should not discount bioweap-
ons. To this end, it is worth 
looking at how lax university 
research remains a risk. Case 
in point, at Boston University, 
there were concerns that gain 
of function research was ongo-
ing and that a new version of 
COVID-19 was developed [4]. 
The university claims the re-
ports were wrong [5]. In expla-
nation, they claimed the new 
virus was less dangerous than 
the original [6]. Nevertheless, 
the NIH is looking into the 
matter to see if the experi-
ments should have triggered a 
review [7]. To summarize, 
what the researchers did was 
to combined the omicron 
variant spike protein with the 
original virus [8]. That the 
university is combining parts 
of different COVID-19 viruses 
suggests lax university over-

sight.  
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The military don't start 

wars. Politicians start 

wars.—William 

Westmoreland  

                             Economy 
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T he Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) came in at 8.2% 

over this time last year [1]. 
Meanwhile, the average inter-
est rate on home mortgages 
rose to 7.16%, the highest 
since 2001 [2].  

On the plus side, the third 
quarter Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) grew at a 2.6% rate 
[3]. This implies we are not in 
a recession. Additionally, the 
draw down from the Strategic 
Oil Reserve on fear of reces-
sion has moved gasoline prices 
lower [4]. To his credit, Presi-
dent Biden’s drawing from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
(SPR) is keeping energy prices 
lower [5].  
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