
A s of December 22, there were 810,045 confirmed COVID-19 deaths in the US [1]. Stated anoth-
er way, more Americans have died from COVID-19 under President Biden than did under Pres-

ident Trump. On the 24-hour period before December 24, the number of deaths due to COVID-19 
reached 3,354, in spite of 62.38% (204,740,321) Americans vaccinated [2]. Moreover, the number of 
new COVID-19 cases detected has reached a record high [3,4]. Then on January 3, the US set a one 
day record of 1,082,549 confirmed new cases [5]. The new record was reached in spite of insufficient 
COVID-19 testing [6]. 

As a presidential candidate, Joe Biden promised that if elected, he would shut down the virus 
(COVID-19) [7]. After nearly a year in office, President Biden agrees there is no federal solution to 
shutting down the virus [8]. We can infer that the COVID-19 virus, along with variants, will be prob-
lematic for some time to come. 

The real unknown is how many US deaths are tied to infected illegal immigrants. For instance, illegals 
crossing the southern border are not required to take a COVID test for entry into the US [9]. In turn 
this has resulted in significant numbers of infections at border detention centers [10]. To reduce the 
negative optics of detention, one report indicates tens of thousands of infected illegals were released 
into US cities [11]. So, the question is why would the President champion an open southern border. 
Traditionally, Hispanic voters have tended to vote for the Democrat candidates [12]. Perhaps this is 
the reason for the President’s policy.  

Recently, reports indicated the National Institute of Health (NIH) funded gain of function research at 
the Wuhan Institute of Virology [13]. Nevertheless, on his last day as NIH 
Director, Dr. Francis Collins, described the Wuhan lab-leak theory as a huge 
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T he new year started 
with renewed military 

action in the Middle East. 
For example, Israel 
launched airstrikes against 
targets in the Gaza Strip [1]. 
Concurrently, the conflict 
in Yemen continues. Yem-
en’s government forces 
retook areas located in a 
southern province from 
Iran-backed Houthi rebels 
[2]. Meanwhile, the Saudi-
led coalition has indicated 
that Houthi’s are operating 
two ports as military bases 
and are therefore legitimate 
targets [3].  

Back in 2015, China’s Pres-

ident Xi promised the artifi-
cial islands his country was 
constructing would not 
become military bases [4]. 
This came shortly after 
CNN reported a US surveil-
lance aircraft was warned 
off as it neared one of the 
islands [5]. Since then, satel-
lite imagery shows the artifi-
cial islands have indeed 
been turned into military 
base [6]. So, we take com-
ments from China with a 
grain of salt. For instance, 
China’s government claims 
there is no expansion of its 
nuclear arsenal, only mod-
ernization [7]. 
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Low and stable inflation 

in many countries is an 
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The first panacea for a 

mismanaged nation is 

inflation of the currency; 

the second is war. Both 

bring a temporary 

prosperity; both bring a 

permanent ruin. But both 

are the refuge of political 

and economic 

opportunists.—Ernest 

Hemingway 

I nternational terrorism con-
tinues to be a global prob-

lem. In the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, the Allied 
Democratic Forces (ADF), a 
militant group linked to the 
Islamic State (IS), claimed 
responsibility for a suicide 
bombing of Christians that 
killed at least 6 people [1].  

The influence of religious 
beliefs cannot be discounted 
in actions. Case in point, two 
Afghan refugees living in Ger-
many are accused of killing 
their sister because she em-
braced Western values [2]. 

The consequences from the 
fall of Afghanistan continue. 
Case I point, since the Tali-
ban victory in Afghanistan, 
terrorist attack tied to the 

victory have increased in Paki-
stan [3]. For example, in the 
past month, the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) con-
ducted approximately 40 at-
tacks, killing over 20 Pakistani 
soldiers [4]. 
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In the absence of the gold 

standard, there is no way 

to protect savings from 

confiscation through 

inflation. There is no safe 

store of value.—Alan 

Greenspan 

A ccording to the Labor 
Department, 199,000 

jobs were added in the US 
during December and the 
unemployment rate fell from 
4.2% to 3.9% [1]. Meanwhile, 
on December 27, the S&P 
500 stock index closed at a 
new record high [2]. The new 
year started with fresh record 
highs. On January 3, the DJIA 
and S&P 500 indexes closed 
at record highs; on January 4, 
the DJIA set a new record [3]. 

Meanwhile, the US Trade 
Deficit for November grew by 
17.5% to a record $97.8 bil-
lion [4]. In contrast, the U.S. 
Bureau of Economic Analysis 
reported a $80.2 billion deficit 
[5]. 

The economy as viewed from 
unemployment claims re-
mained optimistic. For the 
week ending December 18, 
the number reported was 
205,000 [6]. For the week 
ending December 25, the 
number reported was 198,000 

[7]. Finally, for the week end-
ing January 1, the number 
reported was 207,000 [8]. 
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