
A s a presidential candidate, Joe Biden promised that if elected, he would shut down the virus 
(COVID-19) [1]. However, as of January 10, the US set a new record high for people hospital-

ized with COVID-19 (132,646 surpassing the old record of 132,051) [2]. On January 10, a new one-
day record of 1,481,375 new COVID-19 infections was recorded [3]. Then on January 16, the number 
of Americans who died from COVID-19 complications reached 850,060 [4]. While the record deaths 
for one day remains at 4,442 set on January 20, 2021; the number reported on January 27, 2022 was 
4,040 [5]. 

This comes as the US government continues to release illegal immigrants apprehended along the 
southern border [6]. The number of people apprehended along the southern border during 2021 was 
a record 2 million people [7]. A report from last August indicated that 18% of the illegal immigrants 
released tested positive for COVID [8]. So, where are these illegal immigrants being released? Reports 
suggest they are flown to small airports and bussed to other locations [9]. In effect, ensuring COVID 
is transmitted throughout the US. What’s more, the state and local officials are not advised of the 
released immigrants [10]. Another report indicates illegal immigrant criminal men are also knowingly 
released [11]. This in effect negates the possibility of meaningful contact tracing. The release goes 
against the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 guidelines for quarantine 
and isolation. Contrast this with perhaps the most famous infected immigrant Typhoid Mary, who 
was committed to sanatorium [12]. Given the ease in spreading COVID-19, it would be interesting to 
know how many US deaths are the result of the open border catch and release policy.  

So, instead of following the science, one of the Administration’s approaches is to distribute a number 
of free tests, many made in China [13]. Since the illegal immigrants need 
not quarantine, how effective is the testing approach? 
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A fter to collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the 

Ukraine had an estimated 
1,900 nuclear warheads 
making the country the 
third-largest nuclear power 
in the world [1]. However, 
in 1994, then President 
Clinton announced a deal 
that led to the elimination 
of Ukraine's nuclear arsenal 
with the promise of border 
security [2]. Unfortunately, 
during President Obama’s 
watch, the Russia annexed 
the Crimea from the 
Ukraine while the US did 
little [3]. Had the Ukraine 

kept its nuclear weapons, 
would Russia even attempt 
such an operation? Now 
Russia is again posturing 
for another land grab as 
talks continue to resolve 
the situation [4]. With 
NATO and Russian forces 
amassing near the Ukraine, 
there are concerns of a 
wider war [5]. The take 
aways are promises will be 
broken and nuclear weap-
ons are a necessity. 

The US Government an-
nounced it will provide 
$308 million in aid to Af-
ghan people [6]. This comes 

as the Taliban indicated 
they seek to distribute the 
aid [7]. With the Taliban 
controlling the aid, it is 
unclear how US aid will do 
more than prop up the 
Taliban.  
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Where ignorance is our 

master, there is no 

possibility of real peace.—

Dalai Lama  

T errorism continues to 
exact a toll across the 

world. For instance, in Nige-
ria, an estimated 200 villagers 
were killed in attacks [1]. In 
Abu Dhabi, at least 3 people 
were killed during a drone 
attack, believed to be by Yem-
en's Houthi rebels that target-
ed a key oil facility [2]. In Iraq, 
Islamic State (IS) gunmen 
attacked an army barracks 
killing at least 11 soldiers [3]. 
In Pakistan, separatist insur-
gents claimed responsibility 
for an attack on a army post 
that killed at least 10 [4].  

One of the trademarks for 
terrorists is the suicide bomb-
er. Case in point, the Taliban 
in Afghanistan are establish-
ing a national suicide brigade 
[5]. Meanwhile, the Taliban 
reported a vehicle bomb plant-
ed by suspected IS fighters 

exploded killing at least 7 
people [6].  

A US terrorist attack ended 
with just the terrorist killed. 
In Texas, a terrorist held three 
hostages in a Synagogue, de-
manding the release of a con-
victed terrorist [7].  
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I am not afraid of an army 

of lions led by a sheep; I 

am afraid of an army of 

sheep led by a lion.—

Alexander the Great 

B ad news on the inflation 
front. For 2021, the con-

sumer price index inflation 
grew at 7.0%; a rate not seen 
since 1982 [1]. What’s more, 
the price of oil has reached a 
seven-year high [2]. However, 
on the good news front, the 
US economy grew 5.7% for 
2021 [3]. 

For the week ending January 
8, the number of first-time 
unemployment claims report-
ed by the Department of La-
bor was 230,000 [4]. For the 
week ending January 15, the 
number reported was 286,000 
[5]. Finally, for the week end-
ing January 22, the number 
reported was 260,000 [6] 

One opinion piece points out 
the current energy policies 
moved the US from a 4% 
energy surplus to a 4% energy 
deficit [7]. The role of infla-
tion due to dependent foreign 
oil were seen in 1974 and 
again in 1979 [8]. 
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