
O n July 2, 2021, the US abandoned the Bagram Air Base [1]. By August 15, the Taliban had cap-
tures the Air Base, including a base prison that held 5,000 prisoners [2]. Shortly thereafter, the 

Taliban released all prisoners, including terrorists [3]. As the US was evacuation Kabul, a suicide 
bomber killed at least 13 American servicemen [4]. We have since learned, the suicide bomber was 
one of the prisoners freed from the Bagram Air Base prison days earlier [5]. President Biden claims 
the military is responsible for abandoning Bagram Air Base, the military leaders claim the President 
gave them little choice [6].  

First, there was a report of an explosion of a mosque in central Kabul that killed a number of people 
[7]. Separately, a suicide bomber killed at least 50 people at the Said Abad mosque, used by the minor-
ity Shia Muslim community [8]. The Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attack [9]. Then on 
October 15, another bombing of a Shiite mosque in southern Afghanistan killed at least 7 people 
[10]. Once again, ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack that at last count left 47 dead [11]. In an-
other sign of continued terrorism, the Taliban publicly displayed three bodies of alleged criminals in 
the Obe district in northeast Herat [12].  

On the other side, there is good news for the Taliban as they solidify their victory. The US has agreed 
to provide Afghanistan with humanitarian aid [13]. This comes after the Taliban rejected US support 
in its war against ISIS [14].  
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O n October 2, the 
attack submarine 

USS Connecticut, suffered 
an underwater collision 
with an unknown object, 
while it was operating in in 
the South China Sea [1]. It 
has yet to be disclosed what 
the sub impacted. 

Meanwhile, China contin-
ued its bullying of Taiwan. 
For instance, over a two-day 
period, the communist 
giant sent over 80 aircraft 
into Taiwan’s air defense 
zone [2]. China also claims 
it conducted military beach 
landings across from Tai-
wan [3]. In contrast, Tai-

wan’s President Tsai Ing-
wen has stated that her 
government would not bow 
to pressure from Beijing [4]. 

Concurrently, China con-
tinues to prepare for war 
with Taiwan. For instance, 
satellite imagery indicates 
China is upgrading its air 
bases closest to Taiwan [5]. 

Elsewhere, Islamic terror-
ism is taking its toll in the 
West. In Norway, a 37-year-
old Danish convert to Is-
lam, killed at least 5 people 
with a bow and arrow [6]. 
On October 15, conserva-
tive British member of Par-
liament, David Amess, died 

after being stabbed multiple 
times during a terrorist 
attack [7].  UK police are 
investigating the attacker’s 
motivation as linked to 
Islamist extremism [8]. 
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The only difference 

between death and taxes is 

that death doesn't get 

worse every time Congress 

meets.—Will Rogers 

T he number of COVID-19 
deaths in the US sur-

passed 700,000 [1]. With so 
many people previously infect-
ed and the number of those 
vaccinated; why are we not in 
herd immunity? Whereas 
there may be many reasons, 
we explore the role of illegal 
immigrants. 

In early March, the infection 
rate amongst illegal immi-
grates was under 6% [2]. In 
contrast, now the head of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security Secretary (DHS), 
Alejandro Mayorkas, estimates 
20% of illegal aliens now ar-
rive sick [3]. Another report 
indicates 18% (20% for unac-
companied minors) of those 
released from Border Patrol 
custody tested positive for 
COVID-19 [4].  

Another report indicates that 
hundreds of children contract-
ed COVID in the overcrowd-
ed at the Department Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
migrant shelter in Fort Bliss, 
Texas [5]. Meanwhile, in Del 
Rio, Texas, there were reports 
the Haitian migrants were 
given a ticket and released 
into the community [6]. The 
DHS Secretary estimates 
12,000 of the Del Rio mi-
grants were released into the 
US [7]. Indications are these 
immigrants were not tested 
for COVID-19 before being 
released into the US [8]. So, if 
we use the 20% estimate for 
infections, that works out to 
be 2,400 COVID infected 
people were released into the 
US. Another report indicates 
since March at least 160,000 
illegal aliens were released 
into the US with little over-
sight [9]. 

So, the next question is where 
are these migrants now? One 
piece indicates the local Gov-
ernments are not told where 
and when migrants are re-
leased [10]. Interesting the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) web 
page has extensive guidance 
on contact tracing. So one of 
the established disease con-
trols is bypassed by the open 
border policies now in place. 
In contrast, Anthony Fauci, 
director of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, claims immigrants 
are not driving the spread of 
COVID-19 in the US [11]. 

Meanwhile, China continues 
to obstruct any meaningful 
investigation of the virus 
origin. Case in point, China 
denied World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) access to bat 
caves and wildlife farming 
areas [12]. 
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The problem... is that most 

members of Congress don't 

pay attention to what's 

going on.—John McCain  

T he good news is the un-
employment rate for 

September fell to 4.8% [1]. 
The bad news is the labor 
force participation rate fell to 
61.6% [2].  That is, of the 
total population of potential 
workers, only 61.6% are look-
ing for work. So, of the 61.6% 
looking for work, only 4.8% 
were unemployed. Conversely, 
we could say that for Septem-
ber, 43.2% of eligible workers 
were not working.  

Another area of concern is the 
massive debt the US Govern-
ment continues to build. The 
US Senate approved raising 
the debt ceiling through early 
December [3]. This is coupled 
with a rapid increase in infla-
tion. Case in point, the cost-of
-living adjustment (COLA) for 
Social Security benefit receipts 
will increase by 5.9 percent; 
the highest in 40 years [4].  

For the week ending Septem-
ber 25, the number of first-
time unemployment claims 
reported by the Department 
of Labor was 362,000 [5]. For 
the week ending October 2, 
the number reported was 
326,000 [6]. Finally, for the 
week ending October 9, the 
number reported was 293,000 
[7]. 

All is not well in China. One 
of the largest developers, Ever-

grande, is missing bond pay-
ments [8]. Then Chinese de-
veloper Sinic Holdings was at 
risk of missing bond payments 
[9]. 
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