
I n the Persian Gulf, the US Navy claimed Iranians were harassing US ships [1]. Iran’s paramilitary 
Revolutionary Guard acknowledged the encounter [2]. In response, President Trump authorized 

the US Navy to destroy any Iranian asset used to harass US ships [3]. 

Meanwhile, coronavirus is not the only news coming from China. Reports indicate the communist 
giant may deploy its Xian H-20 stealth bombers year [4]. This comes as a Chinese newspaper is calling 
for China to increase its nuclear warheads to 1,000 [5]. China’s navy also floated a new assault carrier, 
the Type-075 class large amphibious warfare ship [6]. The Chinese navy also put two new nuclear 
powered ballistic-missile submarines into service [7]. Meanwhile, China confidently predicts that Tai-
wan will not be admitted into the World Health Organization (WHO) [8]. 

Elsewhere, China continues to assert its military as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Case in 
point, China will prohibit fishing activities in the waters Beijing has claimed [9]. For example, Chi-
nese Coast Guard ships chased a Japanese fishing boat in contested waters [10]. 

1. Durschlag, Jack, Fox News, US Navy claims Iran's Navy taunts ships in Persian Gulf, April 16, 2020.  

2. Vahdat, Amir, Time/AP, Iran’s Guard Acknowledges Tense Encounter With U.S. Navy Ships in Persian 
Gulf, April 19, 2020.  
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P aul Ehrlich received a 
Nobel Prize in Physiol-

ogy and Medicine in 1908 
for his discovery of the 
arsenic based arsphenamine 
(Salvarsan); the first known 
cure for treating syphilis [1]. 
This was the start of the 
chemotherapy discipline. 
That is, using chemicals the 
body does not produce to 
kill diseases. So when Presi-
dent Trump suggested look-
ing into disinfectant used 
within the body to fight 
COVID-19, the press made 
this look foolish [2]. How-
ever, regardless of the press 
interpretation, looking into 
chemotherapy as a solution 
is a legitimate research top-
ic. 

At this time, the number of 
COVID-19 related deaths 

has surpassed 78,000 [3] 
making this pandemic 
worse than seasonal influ-
enza. However, based on a 
study of 3,000 people, New 
York COVID-19 infections 
are estimated to be 13.9% 
or 2.7 million people [4]. 
When the level reaches 70—
90 %, it will have reached 
herd immunity [5]. 

Meanwhile, reports indicate 
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) found no evi-
dence that recovering from 
the coronavirus prevents re-
infection [6]. Does the body 
forget how it defeated the 
virus in the first place? 
Does the virus mutate? Did 
the patient not recover 
from the infection but tests 
showed they had? Many 
questions, few answers. 

With all the hype surround-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the military has 
added a new twist. It seems 
that the COVID-19 may be 
a disqualifier for military 
entrance processing stations 
[6]. So it appears that if you 
had the virus, you cannot 
join the military. If the anti-
body tests are a correct 
measure of who had the 
virus, the military may have 
a hard time getting recruits. 

There is a continuing con-
spiracy by nature theory 
suggesting the Wuhan coro-
navirus was the result of 
natural mutations [7]. The 
argument is the virus is 
based on SARS-CoV-2, 
found in bats. However, 
short of detecting synthetic 
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nucleotides, it is infeasible, 
just by looking at the sequenc-
ing, to ascertain if man played 
a role in the virus. A bioweap-
on design would start with the 
bat virus and make slight 
changes to avoid detection of 
engineering. So perhaps the 
best determiner is probability 
analysis. Is it more probable 
that such a contagious virus 
could have mutated from the 
bat virus as claimed by China 
or engineered in a lab as sug-
gested by others? In future 
newsletters, we may explore 
probability and cumulative 
distribution functions for the 
two competing theories to 
help determine the most likely 
cause.  
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One letter to bin Laden 

reveals that al Qaeda was 

working on chemical and 

biological weapons in Iran.

—Michael T. Flynn 
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A pandemic influenza 

would mean widespread 

infection essentially 

throughout every region of 

the world.—Anthony S. 

Fauci  

I n the past, we have seen 
cases where terrorists dress 

up in the uniform of the vic-
tims. Case in point, Islamic 
State fighters have dressed in 
American uniforms to bypass 
security [1]. So what is to pre-
vent a bad actor from pretend-
ing to be a police officer? For 
instance, in Canada, a gun-
man disguised as a police of-
ficer left at least 18 people 
dead [2]. While we do not 
know the motive, it illustrates 
a vulnerability were a bad 
actor disguises as a first re-
sponder. 

While most of the world news  
focused on the COVID-19 
pandemic, terrorism in the 
around the world continues. 
For instance, in Syria, terror-
ists used a truck bomb in a 
crowded market to kill at least 
40 people [3]. In Afghanistan, 
the Taliban killed at least 17 
civilians during the first week 
of Ramadan [4]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

T he impact of COVID-19 
to the oil industry is dev-

astating. For the first time, oil 
prices traded in the negative 
range [1]. That is, oil compa-
nies paid customers to take oil 
off their hands. Moreover, the 
US economy shrank at a rates 
of 4.8% during the first quar-
ter [2]. 

News on the employment 
front is dismal. Not since the 
Great Depression, has the US 
unemployment rate hit 14.7% 
[3]. The weekly unemploy-
ment claims reflects the eco-
nomic downturn. For the 
week ending April 18, the 
number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 
4,427,000 [4]. For the week 
ending April 25, the number 
reported was 3,839,000 [5]. 
Finally, for the week ending 
May 2, the number was 
3,169,000 [6]. The cumulative 
unemployment for the past 7 
weeks is 33 million workers 
[7]. With numbers such as 
these, recovery will be long.  

So the question remains, was 
the shutdown the best ap-
proach for the US? Consider, 
Sweden did not use a lock 
down and now appears close 
to its peak with 3,000 deaths 

so far [8]. Whereas, the popu-
lation of Sweden is over 10 
million people while the US 
exceeds 328 million. Sweden 
reached 3,000 deaths at a time 
when the US exceeded 
74,000. So while there are 32 
times more people in the US, 
the number of deaths is only 
25 times greater than Sweden. 
So right now, the death rate in 
Sweden is approximately 30% 
higher per 100,000 people. 
We will keep our eyes on this 
for the next newsletter. 
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  In the field of biological 

weapons, there is almost 

no prospect of detecting a 

pathogen until it has been 

used in an attack.—Barton 

Gellman  
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