
L ast month, the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt made a visit to Vietnam [1]. Now the 
ship has a severe COVID-19 outbreak with at least 93 people infected [2]. Because the aircraft 

carrier captain alerted the press of the virus situation, the Navy relieved him of his command [3]. This 
is an expected result as combat readiness is considered a sensitive topic not to be discussed outside of 
official channels. Then there are indications that a second aircraft carrier, the USS Nimitz, has some 
COVID-19 infections [4]. Meanwhile, while most nations are combatting the COVID-19 virus, China 
is conducting aggressive military drills in the South China Sea [5]. There is fear that China could ex-
ploit a COVID-19 weakened US Military by expanding further in the South China Sea and other 
contested areas [6,7]. 

The impacts to the world resulting from China are not lost. Case in point, Japan has earmarked $2.2 
billion to help Japanese companies relocate out of China [8]. Moreover, there are concerns that China 
may be conducting low yield nuclear weapons testing [9]. 

1. Olson, Wyatt, Stars And Stripes, USS Theodore Roosevelt arrives in Vietnam, becoming second US 
carrier to visit since the 1970s, March 4, 2020. 

2. Miles, Frank, et. al., Fox News, USS Theodore Roosevelt sees 93 sailors with 

VOLUME  13 ISSUE  6  

APRIL  19 ,  2020 

World News 

Special points of interest: 

 Record high first time unemploy-

ment claims 

 22 million more unemployed 

 Wuhan Coronavirus Pandemic 

- not as deadly as predicted 

- more widespread than predicted 

 

Wuhan Coronavirus 

IN  THE  NEWS  

A s Italy tried to identify 
who had the corona-

virus, the 1.2 million test 
kits purchased from China 
for 15 million euros ($16 
million) proved to be faulty 
[1]. This comes after up to 
80% of kits to Spain and 
the Czech Republic made 
in China were defective [2]. 
Then the UK discovered 
their test kits made in Chi-
na were also defective and 
is demanding a refund [3]. 
Now it appears that China 
is concerned about those 
looking into the origin of 
the virus. Case in point, 
China imposed restrictions 
on academic research publi-
cation on the origins of 
the novel coronavirus [4]. 
One belief is the Wuhan 
virus was the result of nor-

mal research and not a 
bioweapon [5]. Moreover, a 
UK publication has re-
viewed research papers 
suggesting The Wuhan 
Institute of Virology was 
researching bat viruses and 
received a $3.7 million 
grant from the US to help 
fund the work [6]. This 
comes as China’s broad-
casts to the Arab world are 
blaming the US for 
COVID-19 [7]. 

In a glimmer of hope, there 
are indications that the 
COVID-19 may not be as 
deadly as predicted. Case in 
point, the University of 
Bonn tested 1,000 people 
in a town and found 2% 
were infected and 14% 
carried antibodies [8]. Addi-
tionally, a California anti-

body test showed the virus 
more prevalent and the best 
computer model lowered 
the estimated deaths in the 
US to just over 60,000 [9]. 
As a comparison, in 2018, 
reports estimated 80,000 
flu related deaths occurred 
during the previous winter 
[10]. Moreover, Sweden has 
decided to let the virus run 
its course without any lock-
downs [11]. So was the 
lockdown with its impact to 
the economy worse than 
the disease? 
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Life on Earth is at the ever

-increasing risk of being 

wiped out by a disaster, 

such as sudden global 

nuclear war, a genetically 

engineered virus or other 

dangers we have not yet 

thought of.—Stephen 

Hawking 
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Some of the most 

vulnerable people to 

getting the SARS virus are 

health care providers. The 

general public, walking in 

the street, there is really 

not that much risk at all. 

It's a very, very low risk - a 

very, very low risk.—-

Anthony Fauci 

W ith the US military 
trying to exit Afghani-

stan; questions arise on how 
neighboring Pakistan will 
address terrorism [1]. Case in 
point, Pakistan overturned the 
death sentence of Ahmed 
Omar Saeed Sheik; the man 
convicted for the brutal mur-
der of journalist Daniel Pearl 
[2]. The sentence was reduced 
to seven years and acquitted 
the other three terrorists in-
volved in the murder [3]. 

Elsewhere, in France, a Suda-
nese migrant shouting “Allahu 
Akbar”, stabbed nine people, 
killing at least two [4]. In Ger-
many, authorities arrested 
four suspected Islamic State 
members for planning attacks 

on US military bases [5]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

O nce again, the COVID-
19 virus impact on the 

stock indexes kept them well 
below their highs. For in-
stance, one April 1, the DJIA 
fell 4.44% [1]. Overall, the 
market did increase with the 
DJIA breaking past the 24,000 
level [2]. However, stock ex-
changes Dow Jones Industrial 
Average is still 19.8% below 
its peak [3].  

For those that get to tour the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation headquarters, 
there are pictures showing the 
Great Depression lines of 
depositors withdrawing funds 
from their banks. In contrast, 
we are now we are seeing long 
lines of people lining up for 
food [4,5,6,7]. 

The COVID-19 impact to the 
economy and employment in 
particular is devastating. Case 
in point, on April 2, the La-
bor Department reported the 
first time unemployment 
claims were 6,648,000 a one 
week record [8]. Then for the 
week ending April 4, the num-
ber was 6,606,000 [9]. Finally, 
for the week ending April 11, 
the number was 524,000 [10]. 
In the past four weeks, 22 
million Americans filed for 

first time unemployment 
claims [10]. 

On April 12, Russia and Audi 
Arabia led oil producers in 
agreeing to a 10% world-wide 
production reduction [12]. 
This should help stabilize oil 
prices.  
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Freedom is the most 

contagious virus known to 

man.—-Hubert H. 

Humphrey 
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