
T he Wuhan Coronavirus continues to dominate the news. As the Wuhan coronavirus has out-
breaks in China, South Korea, Italy, and Iran; it’s probably time to call it a Pandemic [1, 2, 3, 4]. 

This as it appears China is involved in a disinformation campaign claiming the Central Intelligence 
Agency was responsible for releasing the Wuhan Coronavirus [5]. But perhaps the immediate conse-
quence of the virus is the impact to China’s economy. Case in point, exports fell 17.2% in January 
compared to the year before [6]. Additionally, NASA images before and after the Coronavirus out-
break show heady pollution before and little afterwards [7]. However, not all Chinese industry has 
stopped because of the virus. One piece suggests the arms industry has returned to meet the growing 
needs of the military [8]. 

In addition to the Wuhan Coronavirus, China continues to press its military strength. For instance, 
on February 17, People’s Republic of China navy destroyer 161 aimed a laser at a U.S. Navy P-8A 
aircraft [9]. The military grade laser operated in the invisible spectrum and was detected by sensors 
[10].  In response, China denied the laser incident [11]. Meanwhile, China’s activities in the East Chi-
na Sea resulted in Japan considering improvements hyper-velocity gliding projectiles (HVGP) program 
[12]. 
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B ackground: In China, 
much genetic research 

has taken place that has 
alarmed some. For in-
stance, scientist He Jiankui 
was sentenced to 3 years 
imprisonment for genetical-
ly editing babies [1]. Addi-
tionally, Chinese research-
ers put human genes into 
monkeys [2]. In another 
research effort, dozens of 
people had gene editing 
done to them [3]. Moreo-
ver, gene editing was also 
done to dogs [4]. 

Research suggests bats are 

the likely source of corona-
viruses in China [5, 6]. 
Some information suggests 
the Wuhan Coronavirus 
early patients were not tied 
to a seafood (wildlife) mar-
ket [7, 8].  So if it did not 
originate at the seafood 
market, where did come 
from? In any case, as a con-
sequence of the coronavirus 
outbreak, it appears chang-
es will be made in how 
Chinese research is judged 
[9]. 

In other news, China is 
encouraging conspiracy 

theories that the US is re-
sponsible for the Wuhan 
coronavirus [10]. This 
comes as Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo accused Chi-
na of withholding infor-
mation on the Wuhan 
coronavirus [11]. 
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Wuhan Coronavirus 

When we think of the major 

threats to our national 

security, the first to come to 

mind are nuclear 

proliferation, rogue states and 

global terrorism. But another 

kind of threat lurks beyond 

our shores, one from nature, 

not humans - an avian flu 

pandemic.—-Barack Obama 
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What works most effectively 

for quelling disease 

outbreaks like Ebola is not 

quarantining huge 

populations. What works is 

focusing on and isolating 

the sick and those in direct 

contact with them as they 

are at highest risk of 

infection. This strategy 

worked with SARS, and it 

worked during the H1N1 

flu pandemic.—-Tom Frieden 

G ermany is in the news 
following terrorist at-

tacks. In Hanau, Germany, 
attacks in two shisha bars left 
9 people killed [1]. Days later, 
a person drove their car into a 
carnival attending crowd, 
injuring dozens of people [2].  

Elsewhere, in Tunisia, two 
suicide bombers attacked a 
checkpoint near the US Em-
bassy, killing one police officer 
[3]. In Niger, French and Afri-
can forces killed over 100 
terrorists [4].  

The US and the Taliban 
signed a peace deal in an ef-
fort to end the war in Afghani-
stan [5, 6]. However, attacks 
continued after the agreement 
was signed [7]. Moreover, the 
Islamic State (IS) remains an 
issue. For instance, the IS 
claimed responsibility for an 
attack in Kabul directed 
against the country's chief 
executive, Abdullah Abdullah 
[8].  
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

F inancial institutions are 
back in the news. The 

Ericson State Bank in north-
central Nebraska became the 
first bank shuttered in 2020 
[1].  

However, the dominate news 
flows from the Wuhan coro-
navirus. For example, on Feb-
ruary 19, the NASDAQ Com-
posite and S&P 500 set new 
record highs [2]. However, as 
the Wuhan Coronavirus news 
continued to grow interna-
tionally, fears of a pandemic 
took hold [3]. This led to a 
3%+ collapse of the stock 
markets [4]. Then on February 
25, the market indices fell 
again to around 3% drop [5]. 
On February 27, the indexes 
fell sharply with the Dow fall-
ing by its largest point drop 
ever [6, 7]. Then on March 2, 
the Dow posted is largest one 
day point gain ever with all 
three indices gaining over 
4.5% [8]. However, on March 
3, the stock indices fell nearly 
3% [9]. Then on March 4, the 
indices rose from 3.9% 
(NASDAQ Composite) to 
4.5% (Dow) [10]. On March 
5, the indices fell from 3.1% 
(NASDAQ Composite) to 
3.58% (Dow) [11]. On the last 
trading day of this reporting 
cycle, March 6, the three indi-
ces again fell [12]. 

As the Wuhan Coronavirus 
impacts world business, the 
weekly employment changes 
will eventually start to in-
crease. However, for this re-
porting period, the numbers 
remained strong. On the em-
ployment front, the number 
of first time claims remained 
low. For the week ending Feb-
ruary 15, the number of first 

time claims was 210,000 [13]. 
For the week ending February 
22, the number was 219,000 
[14]. Then for the week end-
ing February 29, the number 
was 216,000 [15]. Finally, the 
February jobs report reported 
a 3.5% unemployment rate 
[16]. 
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A century ago the Spanish 

flu confounded scientists 

and devastated whole 

regions, but while today's 

society has air travel and an 

enormous, heterogeneous 

population, we also have 

antibiotics, fantastic 

communication networks 

and, perhaps most crucially, 

more data than ever.—
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