
M ost of the overseas attention is focusing on the Turkish incursion into Syria [1]. However, we 
should not lose track of China. Case in point, Japan has asserted that China is a bigger threat 

than is the nuclear armed North Korea [2]. Moreover, China now has more warships than does the 
US [3]. What’s more, China is using its Coast Guard fleet of over 200 ships to assert territorial claims 
[4]. In a effort to beef up the US presence, the US Coast Guard has joined the US Navy in the South 
China Sea [5].  

Meanwhile, the economic impact of the Hong Kong protests is becoming evident. Case in point, indi-
cations are Hong Kong has entered a technical recession with two consecutive negative growth quar-
ters [6]. This is the first recession in 10 years [7]. Perhaps this is a contributing factor behind China’s 
warning to the protestors [8]. 

With the 2020 election rapidly in focus, concerns of foreign interference remain. For instance, there 
are still efforts to determine the role of Russia during the 2016 election [9]. However, China has its 
intelligence agency examining Western political texts and emails [10].  
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T here are many 
thoughts on defining 

artificial intelligence (AI). 
To be sure, it is a robust 
collection of interacting 
programs. Perhaps the ulti-
mate will be when the ma-
chine designs, rebuilds, and 
codes itself without human 
intervention.   

To see how one AI applica-
tion might work; consider 
humans tend to have a bias 
when reporting news. In 
contrast, AI can compen-
sate for the bias and help 
extract meaningful content.  

As a very simplistic simple 
example, take the Turkish 
incursion into Syria. There 
are numerous and changing  
information inputs (space 
limits to a single instance). 
In 2016, there was a failed 
coup in Turkey where the 
military allegedly tried to 
take power [1]. As a conse-
quence, Turkeys Erdogan 
solidified his power starting 
with a state of emergency 
[2]. However, reports indi-
cate that the rebel F-16 
fighters had Erdogan in 
their sites and failed to fire 

[3]. At this point, the AI 
would increase the confi-
dence factor suggesting the 
coup was staged while de-
creasing the confidence the 
coup was real. As additional 
information is uncovered, 
these are adjusted by the AI 
accordingly. We also 
learned that power was cut 
to Incirlik Air Base where 
US nuclear weapons are 
believed to be kept [4]. Fast 
forward and we have a re-
port that by threatening the 
US, Turkey is effectively 
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holding 50 US nuclear devices 
hostage [5]. The AI will use 
the dynamic confidence fac-
tors that nukes are at the Air 
Base to slightly increase the 
confidence factor of the cur-
rent story. The confidence 
factor can be a probabilistic 
value between 0 and 1, where 
0 indicates false and 1 a fact.  
Another calculation involves 
the new article; where the 
New York Times title indi-
cates a bias against the presi-
dent (calamity came fast). The 
AI acknowledges the bias by 
using a lower confidence fac-
tor. It also adjusts the cumula-
tive confidence of the author 
and the publisher. Another 
piece of information was the 
number of nukes, 50. That it 
would be in the rage of 40 to 
60 would have a higher confi-
dence than the number 50. 
While there is insufficient 
information to determine 
facts, the AI progressively 
moves toward a most likely 
conclusion.  

Additionally, there are inci-
dents where claims can be 
dismissed based on scientific 
fact. In these cases, the report 
is completely discounted and 
used to filter future stories 
that are based on this contra-
diction. For example, ABC 
aired an incorrect video pur-
porting to show the Turkish 
slaughter of Kurds inside Syria 
[6]. Any future news report 
based on this video would 
have a lower confidence factor 
applied. 

In summary, AI can be used 
to extract information from 
obfuscated current news 
sources. Perhaps this is the 
only way analyze the news. 
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The members of the 

Muslim Brotherhood in 

Syria are also part of the 

Syrian people, and they 

have the right to exercise 

their democratic rights.—-

Recep Tayyip Erdogan  
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The Turkish government 

will never tolerate the 

creation of a Kurdish 

state.—-Peter Bergen  

T he main story during this 
news cycle is the setback 

to the Islamic State (IS). Re-
ports indicate IS leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi was killed by 
US forces in Syria [1]. It ap-
pears this was a targeted attack 
on the IS leader  along with 
his hiding place [2]. Of course 
the terrorist group will contin-
ue to operate. One piece sug-
gests that a former officer for 
Saddam Hussein, Abdullah 
Qardash, is the new ISIS lead-
er [3]. Expectedly, the IS 
warned there will be retalia-
tion attacks [4]. 

However, even with the death 
of the ISIS founding leader, 
the terrorist organization is 
active elsewhere. For example, 
in northern Mali, the IS 
claimed responsibility for an 
attack on a military post that 
left at least 54 people dead [5]. 

Then there are terrorist at-
tacks where no claim of re-
sponsibility is currently made. 
Case in point, in a Syrian 
town recently occupied by 
Turkish forces, a car bombing 
at a market killed at least 13 

people [6]. Later, the source 
may claim responsibility. For 
instance, In October, a car 
bombing in Syria’s Qamishli 
killed at least three people [7]. 
Later the IS claimed responsi-
bility and indicated the target 
was Kurds [8].  
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

F or October, the unem-
ployment rate rose from 

3.5% to 3.6% [1]. However, 
the weekly unemployment 
claim numbers remains 
strong. For the week ending 
October 12, the number of 
first time unemployment 
claims was 214,000 [2]. Then 
for the week ending October 
19, the number was 212,000 
[3]. Finally, for the week end-
ing October 26, the number 
was 218,000 [4]. 

Meanwhile, the trade negotia-
tions with China continue. 
There is a report suggesting a 
first phase agreement is near-
ing completion [5]. This 
comes as the impacts are con-
tinuing to hurt China. For 
example, Chinese industrial 
profits fell 5.3% in September 
[6]. 

Overall, the economy, as 
measured by the stock market 
indices, remained strong. For 

example, on October 28, the 
S&P 500 hit an all-time high 
[7]. Then on October 29, the 
S&P 500 reached a new intra-
day high before closing down 
[8]. Then on October 30, the 
S&P 500 closed at a new rec-
ord high [9]. Finally, on No-
vember 1, both the S&P 500 
and the NASDAQ set new 
record highs [10]. 
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What counts is not 

necessarily the size of the 

dog in the fight - it's the 

size of the fight in the dog.

—-Dwight D. Eisenhower  
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