
I n Iran, there was a report of mass protests against the ruling regime [1]. The news indicates that 
after several days of unrest, the protests against the Iranian government continued [2]. Then as a 

warning to other countries; for the first time in a year, Iran launched a Fateh-110 short-range ballistic 
missile [3].  

If war comes to the South China Sea, the Navy will be deeply involved. On August 2 China launched 
its 14th Type 052D Luyang III-class guided-missile destroyer [4]. Additionally, China is using its cur-
rent aircraft carrier to make improvement in future designs and for readiness training [5].  To further 
ratchet up tensions; the Chinese military repeatedly warned off a US military plane flying near milita-
rized artificial islands located in the South China Sea [6]. In another incident, Japan was forced to 
intercept a Chinese spy plane over the Sea of Japan [7]. In partial response to Chinese aggression, 
Japan announced plans to conduct training its 2,100 strong Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade 
in the East China Sea [8]. China is now in a position to close off areas to commercial shipping. Case 
in point, China closed a section of the Yellow Sea for several days in order to conduct military train-
ing [9]. Training exercises such as these were conducted to pressure the island nation of Taiwan [10]. 
Finally, in a demonstration of things to come, China conducted another hypersonic missile test [11].  
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O nce again computer 
viruses are in the 

news. A computer virus 
forced the shutdown of 
several Taiwan Semicon-
ductor Manufacturing 
Company plants (this com-
pany makes the Apple iPh-
one’s main processor) [1]. 
In Valdez, Alaska, the city 
shut down its entire com-
puter infrastructure in re-
sponse to a computer virus 
[2]. In New York State, a 
computer virus dam-
aged the Ogdensburg 

Bridge and Port Authority’s 
computer system [3]. 

During this news cycle, one 
of the largest hacker con-
ventions referred to as 
Black Hat took place in Las 
Vegas [4]. One exploit 
demonstrated the ability to 
load malicious software 
directly onto a pacemaker 
[5]. Another topic discussed 
was hacking into the newer 
electronic cars [6]. Others 
attended the DefCon hack-
er convention and were 
presented with risks to vot-

ing machines [7]. 
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Security 

The Army was always big on 

Clausewitz, the Prussian; the 

Navy on Alfred Thayer Mahan, 

the American; and the Air Force 

on Giulio Douhet, the Italian. 

But the Marine Corps has 

always been more Eastern-

oriented. I am much more 

comfortable with Sun-tzu and 

his approach to warfare.—James 

Mattis  

(Continued from page 1) 

2018.  

9. Global Times/Manila 
Times, PLA begins East 
China Sea exercises, August 
12, 2018  

10. Johnson, Jesse, Japan 
Times, China to begin large
-scale military exercise 
‘tailored for Taiwan sepa-
ratists’ in East China Sea, 
July 18, 2018.  

11. Gertz, Bill, Washington 
Free Beacon, China Re-
veals Test of New Hyperson-
ic Missile, August 10, 
2018.  

Guided-Missile Destroyer. 
Here's Why the Navy 
Should Worry, August 7, 
2018.  

5. Pickrell, V, Business In-
sider, China's aircraft carri-
ers have a boatload of glar-
ing weaknesses — but the 
next carrier could be a 'huge 
step forward', August 12, 
2018. 

6. BBC News, South China 
Sea: 'Leave immediately and 
keep far off', August 10, 
2018.  

7. Zhou, Laura, South Chi-
na Morning Post, Japan 
scrambles fighter jets to 
intercept Chinese spy plane 
after South Korea lodges 
protest, July 28, 2018.  

8. DeAeth, Duncan, Taiwan 
News, Japan's recently 
activated Marine unit to 
begin naval exercises in E. 
China Sea, August 10, 

World News 
(Continued from page 1) 



Page 3 Volume 11 issue 11 

Secret operations are 

essential in war; upon 

them the army relies to 

make its every move.—

Sun Tzu   

I  looks like US law enforce-
ment uncovered a terrorist 

activity still in the preparation 
phase. It started when police 
discovered 11 starving chil-
dren located at a compound 
in New Mexico [1]. The com-
pound was described as run by 
Muslim extremists [2]. There, 
11 children were reportedly 
being trained to carry out 
school shootings [3]. One 
piece indicates one man ar-
rested was the son of the In-
man tied to the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing [4]. 

In Toronto, Canada, after 
authorities claimed no link to 
terrorism; the Islamic State 
(IS) claimed responsibility for 
an gun attack that left at least 
two people dead [5]. One 
report indicates the shooter 
had visited IS websites [6].  

In Pakistan, a suicide bomber 
killed a member of the Paki-
stan Justice Movement and 
one other person [7]. Then a 
suicide attack in Quetta killed 
at least 31 people [8]. In Af-
ghanistan, a suicide bomber 
killed at least 14 people in an 
attack near Kabul Airport [9]. 
In Jalalabad, a terrorist attack 
left at least 6 people dead [10]. 
In Tajikistan, the Islamic State 

claimed responsibility for an 
attack on Western tourists 
cycling that killed at least 4 
people [5].  
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

S igns of a strong economy 
continue. On July 25, the 

NASDAQ set a new record 
high [1]. Then on August 2, 
Apple’s market cap passed the 
$1 trillion mark [2].  

In other good news, during 
the second quarter, the Gross 
Domestic Product grew at a 
4.1% rate [3]. Meanwhile, the 
unemployment rate for July 
fell to 3.9% [4].  

For the week ending July 21, 
the number of first time un-
employment claims was 
217,000 [5]. Then for the 
week ending July 28, the num-
ber was 281,000 [6]. Finally, 
for the week ending August 4, 
the number was 213,000 [7]. 
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The study of history lies at 

the foundation of all sound 

military conclusions and 

practice.—Alfred Thayer 

Mahan  


