
D uring this newsletter, much of the world focused on Russia [1]. This includes US military aid to 
Russia’s foe, the Ukraine [2].  However, China continues its expansion of military capabilities. 

For instance, one report indicated China is conducting electronic warfare tests on artificial islands 
constructed in the South China Sea [3]. This comes as China launched two more 13,000-ton guided 
missile destroyers on July 3 [4]. What’s more, one piece predicts that within a year, China will chal-
lenge the US by using a naval exercise in the South China Sea to temporarily close the area [5]. 

The FBI Director, Christopher Wray, warned that China is America’s most significant intelligence 
threat [6]. Another piece indicates China is waging a cold war against the US using approaches differ-
ent from those of Russia [7]. Meanwhile, China’s rapid military rise is not going unnoticed. Perhaps 
the biggest challenger may come from Japan. Case in point, it is estimated that Japan has enough 
plutonium to construct 6,000 atomic bombs [8].  
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T he race to keep soft-
ware safe continues to 

rely on patch management. 
For example, Microsoft’s 
Patch Tuesday addressed 54 
vulnerabilities [1]. Then on 
July 17, Microsoft released 
an additional 27 security 
patches [2]. Adobe released 
patches to fix over 100 
vulnerabilities [3]. Addi-
tionally, Oracle released 
patches to correct 334 vul-
nerabilities [4]. During the 
month, Apple patched 76 
security issues [5]. Finally, 

Cisco released patches to 
fix four vulnerabilities [6]. 

In recent news, there was a 
suggestion that a copy of 
files given to the FBI is 
equivalent to having access 
to the complete computer 
system [7]. There are sepa-
rate issues here; does a copy 
equate to the original and 
does the FBI have the ex-
pertise to conduct forensics 
on a computer system. 
Starting with the second 
question first. Readers may 
recall back in the late 

1990’s we saw the FBI's 
Digital Telephony effort to 
dumb down digital tele-
phone switches in order to 
make wiretapping easier. 
This went on to become 
law [8]. We also recall the 
San Bernardino iPhone 
episode that suggests the 
FBI lacks some internal 
expertise in computer fo-
rensics [9]. As for the first 
question, the laws of phys-
ics cannot be ignored. 
There are holistic events 
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taking place below the operat-
ing system that are not accessi-
ble from a copy. 
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Even a dog distinguishes 

between being stumbled 

over and being kicked—

Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
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Human judges can show 

mercy. But against the 

laws of nature, there is no 

appeal.—Arthur C. Clarke  

R egarding the Islamic 
State (IS), acts of terror-

ism are on the decline; howev-
er overall violence is still con-
tinuing [1]. Within the US, 
domestic terrorism continues 
to be a reality. For example, in 
Boise, Idaho, a knife attacker 
injured 9 people in an apart-
ment housing refugees [2]. In 
California, an Islamic State 
supporter was arrested for 
planning a mass causality 
bombing attack [3].  

Overseas in Nigeria, Islamic 
militants dressed as soldiers 
overran a base leaving hun-
dreds unaccounted for [4]. In 
Afghanistan, a suicide attack 
directed against Sikhs and 
Hindus left at least 19 people 
dead [5]. Then at least one US 
service man was killed in an 
inside attack carried out by a 
member of the Afghan securi-
ty forces [6].  
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

S igns of a strong economy 
continue. For the week 

ending June 30, the number 
of first time unemployment 
claims was 231,000 [1]. For 
the week ending July 7, the 
number of first time claims 
was 214,000 [2]. Finally, for 
the week ending July 14, the 
number of claims fell to 
207,000; a number not seen 
since December 1969 [3].  

On July 12, the Nasdaq stock 
index reached a new high [2]. 
Then on July 13, the Nasdaq 
reached another record high 
[4]. Finally, on July 17 the 
Nasdaq set another record 
high [5]. 
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The freedom to criticize 

judges and other public 

officials is necessary to a 

vibrant democracy. The 

problem comes when 

healthy criticism is 

replaced with more 

destructive intimidation 

and sanctions.—Sandra 

Day O'Connor  


