
I t seems like an upside-down relationship between the US and Russia. Not only do we rely on Rus-
sia to transport our astronauts to the space station, but is seems we are buying weapons from there. 

Case in point, the US plans to spend $572 million to buy 30 Russian helicopters for the Afghanistan 
military [1]. Meanwhile, Russia is reluctant to negotiate a US led treaty to reduce nuclear weapons 
stockpile in part because of China’s program [2]. What’s more, it appears that Russia’s construction of 
a new medium ranged missile is in violation of the existing 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces 
(INF) Treaty [3]. It is unclear why the US would entertain a new treaty when Russia is cheating on an 
existing one.  Russia is not the only country advancing its nuclear weapons capability; one piece sug-
gests Iran tested a new rocket engine that can be used for intercontinental ballistic missiles [4].  

One of the results of unfair trade is the loss of US industry, jobs, and most importantly tax revenue. 
As a consequence, the US military will downsize. For instance, the US Army plans to reduce its size 
by 80,000 people, including reducing the number of combat brigades from 45 down to 33 [5]. For our 
number one trade competitor China, this is a dream come true. Not only does China expand its mili-
tary at the cost of US jobs; but more importantly, the US military is downsizing. Why fight on the 
battlefield when victory can be achieved by cheating on trade? The graphic below depicts the 2012 
through April 2013 monthly trade deficit with communist China. Furthermore, the figure on page 2 
illustrates how much more carbon based fuel is consumed by China as compared to the US. This 
figure also depicts the increase in China (and India) while the US is decreasing. To further illustrate 
an unfair business practice for US companies trying to operate in the Chinese market, consider the 
next example. Following a rumor that a US company was going out of business, American Chip 
Starnes, co-owner of Specialty Medical Supplies was jailed pending providing severance pay to 100 
employees that still have jobs [6]. 

Meanwhile, with its newfound wealth China continues to advance its space program. For instance, 
China is planning to launch a lunar rover this year [7]. What’s more, 
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tinues to challenge the West 
while supporting Syria. For 
instance, Russian leaders 
voiced concern over US 
troops in Jordan [9]. 

Thus far, the number of peo-
ple killed in the Syrian war is 
estimated at 100,000 [10]. 
Moreover, it appears that esca-
lations will certainly increase 
the frequency of war causali-
ties.  
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I t seems the war in Syria is 
expanding to include more 

external players. Case in 
point, one report indicates 
Saudi Arabia will supply Syri-
an rebels with advanced sur-
face to air missiles [1]. Moreo-
ver, Saudi Arabian officials 
argued the world should not 
allow Iran and Hezbollah to 
prop up the Syrian govern-
ment [2]. Meanwhile, Syrian 
leaders are blaming the civil 
war on Saudi Arabia [3].  

One report indicates the rebel 
forces have received anti-tank 
and surface to air missile from 
outside sources [4]. What’s 
more, it appears the rebel 
weapons include a quantity of 
SA-16 shoulder launched sur-
face to air missiles [5]. One 
piece suggests the rebels are 
also getting weapons from 
Libya [6]. 

The war in Syria includes 
many of the challenges seen in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. For 
instance, a bomb in the capi-
tal Damascus killed 10 sol-
diers at a check point [7]. Fur-
thermore, in one recent attack 
against a military airport, re-
bels detonated a car bomb 
inside the base and fired rock-
ets [8]. 

In the meantime, Russia con-
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T he economic picture 
remains poor for a num-

ber of Americans. For in-
stance, one poll of 1,000 peo-
ple indicates 76% of Ameri-
cans are living paycheck to 
paycheck [1]. This indicates 
little saving and virtually no 
safety net for most people. 

For the week ending June 15, 
the number of first time un-
employment claims reported 
by the Labor Department was 

354,000 [2].  Meanwhile, for 
the week ending June 22, the 
number of claims was 346,000 
[3]. To show where the US 
jobs have gone, the graph 
below shows the year-by-year 
trade deficit with Chine. 
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